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2005, 12 February
 

Dear Friends,
 

After 20 years of existence, we, Group-Members of the International Federation of Married Catholic Priests, are aware that our movement is at an important turning point. I’ll come back to this point later. Today, however, at the request of the Executive Committee (EC), I would like to speak clearly about the difficulties that the International Federation is facing on its evolutionary journey toward its new status as a Confederation.
 

1)      The last General Assembly (GA) of Leganés (Madrid) in September 2002, decided in favour of becoming a Confederation of Federations. This meant that Group-Members would become members of a Federation. Considering the limited resources at our disposal, the structure of this Confederation must be simple and frugal, without juridical status and totally dedicated to facilitating contacts between the Federations. At the GA of Leganés, the E.C. was asked to do everything necessary for the creation of the European Federation. However, the EC only meets once a year. For this reason all the workshop sessions for this project were held at the home of the EC Secretary in Fos-sur-Mer (near Marseille, France) in 2003 and 2004. For this we wish to express our gratitude to Michèle and Claude Bertin. Our Group-Members have already been informed of the results of the workgroup’s efforts, and the Statutes of the European Federation will be officially presented at the GA of Wiesbaden. 
2)      The first difficulty occurred because of the rapid and unforeseen formation of the North Atlantic Federation that not only could have, but should have invited, or at least consulted, the Group-Members of Europe for the creation of a continental federation. In view of the existence of the Latin-American Federation for a Renewed Priestly Ministry with a Vice-president on the EC, as well as the existence of a North American Vice-president on the EC, it was normal to expect a federation based solely on the European continent. 
Thus, even before the topic [of the European Federation] was broached at the EC in January 2003, we were presented with the ‘fait accompli’ of the formation of the “North Atlantic Federation for a Renewed Catholic Priesthood,” created by a few people before taking the time to secure the explicit and unanimous approval of their groups. Based on information received, this is evidently the case for the Corpus groups in Canada and for the German group.
3)      It is true that, theoretically, we could have foreseen a European Federation with two groups divided along linguistic and, possibly, cultural lines, in the same way that the Latin-American Federation has three geographic sub-groups. But the facts went otherwise, making light of what seemed reasonable in a harmonious and well balanced atmosphere working for the common good, as might be expected among believers.

As a result, the continental aspect of a European federation was forgotten and the North Atlantic Federation for a Renewed Catholic Priesthood was peremptorily created. The EC has regretted this process. However, not having received the power to judge or condemn anyone, the EC has contented itself with taking note of this fact and to concentrate on its received mission to facilitate the creation of the European Federation formed by willing members.
4)      If, on the one hand we recognize the right of association and the freedom of spirit that we all have, we should, nevertheless, also recognize that we have the freedom of opinion as regards facts or inappropriate behaviour, without, of course, resorting to excommunication or juridical condemnation. Personally, I do not like disputes, fights, arguments, manipulations or exclusions. According to comments received, this has generated a certain confusion among the Group-Members.
5)      On the other hand, one should not forget that there are some Group-Members who do not see themselves as part of any federation, but who must, nevertheless, have a place within the Confederation so as to maintain contact with the Coordinating Committee, while waiting to opt for one federation or another. Our spirit of openness must be such that all must be able to find their niche among us. This represents the practical exercise of pluralism and catholicity that enables us to attain unity. Recognizing diversity is the condition of unity, not uniformity, which in the end is doomed to fail.
 

The facts of the past having been clarified, I believe we should look ahead and, like Jesus, continue the journey undertaken with our objectives and options for defending justice, and thus establish the Realm of God in ourselves and around us.  As Ramon Alario, president of MOCEOP/Spain, says, it’s not about debating personal questions, but rather about finding out how to coordinate effectively and evangelically the groups and movements that have been formed over the 20 years of existence of our International Federation of Married Catholic Priests.  As well, as C. Russel Ditzel, president of Corpus USA, says, we should recognize that in our groups we meet people with whom we can really share our faith, encourage one another in our hope, and nourish our fraternal love.
 

You will receive shortly the Minutes of the EC Meeting held in Brussels at the end of January 2005. In view of the smooth functioning of the General Assembly in Wiesbaden, the EC has elaborated steps in a consultation that would facilitate the passage from an International Federation to a Confederation (cf. questions annexed to this letter). The EC feels that a positive response to each question would facilitate the new existence of the ‘Confederation of Federations.’
 

For the moment we foresee a brief presentation of each of the Federations outlining their objectives and statutes, as well as its chosen delegate and alternate to the Coordinating Committee of the Confederation.
 The Federations considered are:
-         The Latin-American Federation for a Renewed Priestly Ministry;
-         The European Federation;
-         The North Atlantic Federation for a Renewed Priesthood;
-         The Philippine Federation of Married Catholic Priests;
-         (and possibly) The Australian Federation.
 The General Assembly will take place according to the existing statutes of the International Federation. In order to take part, the Group-Members will have paid their fees in conscience and according to their capabilities.
 

In conclusion, I would like to echo our friend, Jacques Gaillot, the bishop of Partenia, who just published his “Carnets de Route” (Notes on the Journey) which have appeared each month on his web site these last six years. After ten years on the road, he has shown himself to be sensitive to all that has happened to him ‘on the road.’
 

Your colleague on the journey,
Aitor Orube, President of the International Federation of Married Catholic Priests
 

Annexed Questions for the Coordinating Committee (CC) for the Confederation
 

I:  Do you accept the nominated Federations as part of the new Confederation? Yes – No
 

II: In six parts:
1)      Should we create a structure for the Coordination of the Federations? Yes – No
2)      Do you accept the nomination of a delegate and alternate from each Federation to constitute the “Coordinating Committee” (CC)?  Yes – No
3)      Should we maintain only the three members of the Executive Office of the International Federation for the next six months to assure continuity of activities?  Yes – No
4)      Do you accept the termination of the International Federation?
5)      Do you want the CC to continue the mission of the International Federation and to create the structure and statutes for this new Confederation? Yes – No
6)      Should the CC explore the means to preserve contact with all non-Federated members?
 

