Minutes of the Meeting of the Executive Committee

Of the International Federation of Married Catholic Priests

January 28-30, 2005

Present: Aïtor Orube, Paul Bourgeois, Anthony Padovano, Ennio Bolognese, Franco Brescia, Michèle & Claude Bertin. Julio Pinillos was unable to come, both because of work commitments and the change of the meeting date, but he had previously sent documents to each of the members present.

The proposed agenda of January 4th to take place over two days was accepted.

Day 1: Friday: Get a feel for the current direction of the International Movement; prepare the General Assembly of Wiesbaden.

1. The Minutes of the Meeting of January 2004 were accepted with the sole correction of the meeting place of the Italian group ‘Vocatio’ in 2003 to Pescara.

2. The verification of the ‘to do’ list went as planned. All the points were examined. We took note of the fact that nothing had advanced on the proposed establishment of a web site for the International Federation, nor on the responses from Member-Groups on the present situation of their Executive Office. They will be asked again. The other points were dealt with, for example, the clarification of the list of Groups published in the Newsletter of the NAF.

3. The life of the groups was examined country by country. A detailed analysis will not be given here. The EC took note of the work and statutes (given to each member) of the European Federation whose organizing committee met for the third time in Fos-sur-Mer. The European Member-Groups will hold their constituent General Assembly in Wiesbaden before the beginning of the Congress. We also took note of the existence of 10 or so web sites among members. 

4. We determined the necessary distinction between ‘adhering’ groups and groups (or persons) ‘in contact’ with the International Federation. The re-reading of the published List doesn’t always make clear this distinction that is critically important for the General Assembly. It is proposed that in Wiesbaden a Committee of Voting Protocol inform the General Assembly of the rights and powers of Group-Members according to the number of votes each has been given.

5. The importance of the following was emphasized: the 4 meetings in 2004 of the Executive Office and of Circular Letters 5-9 that Groups need to disseminate to their members. Indeed, this has permitted certain groups to respond.

6. Two other Circular Letters are planned in order to deal with problems before the General Assembly and to take into account the diverse opinions that will be discussed within and among the groups. As of February Member-Groups will receive Circular Letter No. 10. Annexed to it in the form of ‘Questions’ are the conclusions that the EC arrived at after considerable discussion that took into account the documentation that Julio, not present, had sent to us. The situation resulting from the conditions affecting the creation of the NAF must neither be passed over in silence nor receive the approval of the EC. However, after this necessary discussion, it is our hope to found a Confederation of Federations that will request membership. That’s the gist of the questions annexed to Circular Letter No. 10.

7. The request for payment of fees by Member-Groups in 2004 and even in 2003, produced poor results, especially from Corpus USA and Moceop (Spain). The difficulty arises from the concern that some have about paying fees in a manner that bypasses the banks that, of course, charge enormous fees. A letter will be sent by the Treasurer requesting written confirmation of an agreement to pay fees owed at the beginning of the General Assembly. The financial difficulties of other Groups remind us that each such group, according to its means, must determine the proportional amount of its fees that the statutes demand. The EC requests that each one respond generously, remembering that these funds help members of other groups to come to Wiesbaden.

8. Also, in view of the present situation of the Treasury of the International Federation, we have decided to inform immediately the presidents of the Latin-American and Philippines Federations to each pay 800 Euros in order to defray travel costs to Europe in September 2005. The financial report of the Treasury clearly indicates that it is the generous ‘gifts’ of the members of the EC that have allowed the International Federation to function.

Day 2- Saturday: Prepare the theme of the Congress: “Renewed Ministries – Services for Today.”

9. Aïtor explained how he envisaged the unfolding of the Congress: the role of the convener will not be to teach but rather to facilitate the workshops. It is more important to share among ourselves the ‘ministries – services’ that we do today, and not to idealise or theologise a theory on the future of ministries – services. The proposal of a first convener, namely, Esteban, a White Father, who is an advisor to the European Bishops, was accepted by the EC. We are still looking for a second, female convener through the German Group, VKPF.

10. Concerning invitations of VIP’s, we are leaving that in the hands of VKPF. At the written request of Shea/Ditzel, we agreed that no invitation, other than the local bishop, seemed appropriate.

11. The ‘women’s group’ continues to stimulate discussion about ‘ministries – services’ that our wives and partners live: a letter was sent to the women participants at Leganés and to the Group-Members. We received a document from Adriana Valerio, and we are awaiting announced responses from Mexico or Spain…

12. On Sunday and Monday Aïtor and Claude will be going to Munich (Dachau) to meet the president, Ernst Sillmann, and the vice-president, Théresia Kohl, of VKPF to make sure all the organizational details are in place to receive the participants of the Congress and General Assembly of September 16-19, 2005. According to the proposals of VKPF, it was decided to set the total cost of participation at 210 Euros (room and board: 155 Eu and 55 Eu for Congress fees). The registration charges of 55 Eu will be paid before May 1st and the balance paid in cash upon arrival on Friday, September 16, 2005. The registration form will be prepared in Munich before May 1st and disseminated soon to all groups in our three official languages (as well as in German and Italian).

13. As there are only 118 spaces for lodging at the conference centre, it will be possible to lodge any overflow in nearby hotels, in which case these participants will each pay their lodging at their hotel, and only 90 Eu to the VKPF organisation for meals and breaks during the three days.

14. We have decided to hold a meeting of the EC on the eve of the Congress, Thursday, September 15 at 2:00 pm on the premises of the Wilhem Kempf Haus. Notice of this meeting is hereby given to each member, so that they might be present. We are doing everything necessary to reserve the rooms as well as the Thursday evening and Friday noon meals.

15. We have elaborated the program for the running of the three-day conference at the Wilhem Kempf Haus, Wiesbaden, as well as the content of the conference folder that will be given to participants.

16. The ‘to do’ list is principally concerned with the preparation for Wiesbaden: they are mentioned in No.13 (conference folder), No.10 (registration form), No.9 (female convener), No.8 (letters to Presidents Carvajal and Gutierrez), No.6 (Treasurer’s letter), No.5 (Circular Letter and Annexed Questions) and No.2 (request to Executive Offices of Groups).

End of minutes: Monday, February 14, 2005  

