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Easter Greetings!

Apologies for having no bulletin last year, but funds were needed to send representatives to conferences in Europe and the UK. Hopefully this one marks a return to normality! 

We extend warm Eastertide greetings to all our readers.


“Celibacy”
(Priesthood, the Eucharist and the People of God)

Joe Mulrooney wrote the following article for Catholics for a Changing Church. He reflects on the meaning of ‘celibacy’ and its impact on the spiritual and eucharistic life of the church. 


1.  What is “celibacy”? 

The term is in inverted commas because celibacy does not exist.  What exists are celibate people:  in the context of church discussions,  people ( priests and professional religious) who have renounced marriage and children, the joy of spending a life of physical and spiritual union with another human being,  in order to live a life of total commitment to God and their neighbour. They are indeed “jewels in the crown of the church”, but not the only jewels, as this is only one form of commitment.  This particular form is a special gift or charism with a long tradition stretching back to early monastic or eremitical forms of ascetic life style.


2.  What has “celibacy” become?
In the discipline of the Roman Catholic Church it has for some become just that, a discipline, part of a package that must be accepted if one wishes to follow the call to priesthood in the People of God.  From the early Christian communities, where it was the norm for the “priest” to be married, and indeed where “priest” connoted a state of life very different from its modern equivalent, we have to follow an extended historical trajectory, through the integration of the church into the public life of the post Constantinian Roman Empire, and on into the late Middle Ages, when finally priesthood and celibacy were inextricably linked by law.  Many complex factors may have contributed to this development: an increased focus on ‘holy things’ in the sacramental field, a consequent return to Jewish notions of ritual purity and impurity, conflicting philosophical stances (some of which denigrated the physical and material and hence the human body and its sexual aspects), questions over inheritance and church property in a feudal type society.  This development was perhaps natural and inevitable in a hierarchical church model which mirrored the feudal and hierarchical structures of society.

3.  What of “celibacy” now?  Many of us live in societies which are, at least in theory, democratic and where all citizens are co-responsible, through elected delegates, in decision making and policy forming.  Another church model calls for attention based on Mathew’s dictum “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, I am there among them” (Mat. 18:20). This is no longer a model of power where a group of male, celibate “priests” govern and rule, where all movement (of command and grace) is downwards and where there is a very clear dividing line between clergy and laity. We are reminded that we are all ‘laos’ (laity) in the root sense of co members of the people of God. That model particularly calls for attention when we look around our present day church communities:

·
Official church documents place the celebration of the Eucharist at the heart and centre of our Christian community life.  For how long have so many of our communities been denied that beating heart at the centre of their lives because of a lack of traditionally chosen, male, celibate priest presiders?  Para liturgies where a “priest” cannot be present are hardly a sufficient response.

·
The harsh reality of sexual, and particularly paedophile, scandals have deeply disturbed our communities.  It would perhaps be naïve to posit a direct causal connection between such sexual abuses and a celibate  life style, but the arrested emotional and sexual development brought about by the traditional, isolated, male preparation for that life style no doubt has played a part. 

Over …


Bulletin Editor: Pat Olivier (contact details on back page). Readers’ submissions are very welcome.

·
We are faced by the deep rooted change in sexual mores in our society, the fact of rising divorce rates and the increasing phenomenon of cohabitation.  “Celibacy” has its own symbolic value, but alongside that we require a theology of sexuality and marriage and the equal esteem of both the celibate and the married.

4.  What of “celibacy” in the future?
There will always be a place for the charism of the celibate life style.  However, in the context of twenty first century communities, and granted the present crises, we have two choices.  We can react like corporate managers or supermarket directors in the face of shortages and problems: We downsize and frantically close and amalgamate parishes, making the Eucharistic celebration more and more inaccessible.  Would it not be better to have a closer look at our historical evolution and, instead of freezing the frame in the late Middle Ages, allow a different model of church to emerge?  This would be to cultivate a vision for the future and perhaps apply in this context an expanded form of Paul’s dictum in Galatians: “There is no such thing as Jew and Greek, slave and freeman, male and female, heterosexual and homosexual, cleric and lay: for you are all one person in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28).


New Therapeutic Centre

A new therapeutic and educational centre for Catholic priests and religious in Britain and Ireland was opened early in 2006. St Luke's Centre is based at a former convent in Whalley Range, Manchester. The four-storey Victorian building has 14 bedrooms, conference facilities, chapel and community room.

The centre offers psychological assessments, outpatient therapy, spiritual direction, consultation and conference facilities, candidate assessment and educational seminars. The director is Rev. Dr. Gerard Fieldhouse-Byrne, a priest of the Diocese of Salford who holds a master’s degree in clinical social work and a doctorate in counselling from Boston University.


”Those of us who are called to serve in ordained ministry and religious life need support, encouragement and a sustaining sense of who we are. Often, we can forget this. We can get so caught up with being for others and giving to others. There are times when we need to be reminded that we need to receive as well,” says Father Byrne. 

“There are times when priests and religious experience difficulties in their lives. These might be burn out, anxiety, depression, addiction to alcohol, or just a feeling of having hit rock bottom. We are here to help.”

St Luke's does not provide long-term residential treatment. If necessary, this will be offered either at a location chosen by a bishop or religious superior or at St Luke's Institute, Maryland, USA, a leading residential treatment and educational centre for priests and religious.
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News of members

We are sad to report the death of Pat Tierney, formerly a priest of Brentwood Diocese, whose funeral took place recently in his home town of Cheltenham. We extend sympathies to his family.


Report of AGM 2005

12th November 2005 at St Chad’s Cathedral Conference Centre, Birmingham
Twelve members were present. Apologies were received from Pat & Nicola Olivier.

The Minutes of the 2004 AGM were approved. The co-chairs, Basil and Maire Potter gave a report and introduced a review of the year:

· There were still requests for help coming in.  Alex Walker said requests came from priests from abroad wanting to come to Britain and requiring financial help. He had to point out we had no financial resources and indicate the strict immigration restrictions. 

· There was contact with one priest in the throes of leaving.

· Two asylum seekers had been helped financially and had now obtained asylum.

· £100 had been contributed to help an Indian’s attendce at Wiesbaden.

· Angie Crawford Leighton was standing down as Secretary and reported that telephone contacts were less frequent.

· Pat Olivier had been approached about an article in The Tablet but the journalist was looking for a new angle on Advent.

· The BBC would be doing a play on the relationship between three priests in a rehab centre.

· There was a brief discussion on reports about the Dioceses of Derry and Fermanagh.

Financial Report:
Mike O’Kane reported that he could now identify donors of standing orders from bank statements.  We had lost one standing order and there were no cheques coming in, presumably because there had been no bulletin.  There was about £600 coming in annually.  However, this year we had had high expenses because of sending representatives to the National Conference of Priests, to Wiesbaden and to preparatory meetings for the new European Federation.

It was suggested that a thank you letter to donors, another bulletin and the use of the web site might help, particularly if we indicate where our expenses and needs lay.

There seemed to be some possibility of obtaining gift aid even if not a registered charity.  This will be explored.

Election of Officers:
· The co-chairs have tenure for three years.  

· Mike O’Kane will continue as treasurer.

· We can manage in the meantime without a Secretary.

· Pat Olivier will represent us again at the National Conference of Priests.

It was agreed to explore the possibility of holding the next AGM in the London area to test if more people from the south would come.

International Federation Report

Copies of the final statement of the Wiesbaden Conference and Article 3 of the statutes of the European Federation were circulated.  This was the last and final international congress.  The organisation had now evolved into a federation of Federations (South America, the Philippines, the European Federation and the North Atlantic Federation).  The European Federation consisted of France, Spain, Italy, Belgium and Great Britain.  The basic reasons for the evolution were finance and facility of contacts, though it must be said that social, cultural and theological reasons had played their part.  Pierre Colet of the Belgium group accepted the presidency for two years.

The theme of the first day was “The renewal of ministries as service today”.  Rafael Esteban from Cambridge gave a thought provoking paper on ministries and the role of the church, stressing that the basic thrust was to “live with” and not to exclude. The paper by Alice Gombault left us in no doubt that attention to the feminine component must be part of any reform and renewal in the Roman Catholic Church.  The executive committee, while speaking of the debates of the past re the new federations, stressed that we accept the de facto situation and look to the future.  The final statement of the General Assembly spoke of offering to the church our researches on the renewal of the church with other models of ministry, of engaging in constructive dialogue and not seeking to be a parallel church.  The church is to be at the service of the world and not an end in itself.  There was support for the ordination of women.

The strategy of the European Federation in the first year was to establish contacts and sharing between the groups – a period of getting to know each other, while exploring the use of web sites.

A letter was sent to the Synod of Bishops.

National Conference of Priests 2005:

Pat Olivier was our representative.  The key speaker was Michael Paul Gallagher sj.   He surveyed the ups and downs of faith across the millennia and suggested that in the post modern era signs of religion were reappearing, and that we must question the assumption that faith is the hobby of a few and not the norm of human history and geography.

The discussion groups displayed genuine pastoral concern but hardly any sign of this appeared in the proposals put forward for debate.  The focus was on stress and overwork, and concern for justice for those accused of some offence.

Slots were available for various observer groups so speak.  Pat said, on behalf of Advent, that there were plenty of ordained and experienced priests around and available to be used.  He also raised the question of the minimal help given to priests who resign after years of service and that pensions for priests would be a great help for us and those unable to continue working.

Suggested article on Advent for Tablet:
The journalist who had made the approach was looking for a new angle and Maire collected a variety of suggestions:

· The Year of the Eucharist as over against the shortage of celibate priests.

· How marriage and family life can enhance priesthood.

· Even the trained and qualified lay resources are not being used by the church.

· The change in people’s attitude on these questions.

· The celibacy situation in Africa and North America.

· The illogicality of rejecting a married priesthood and then being obliged to use married lay people to run and offer pastoral care to parishes.

Noel read a moving letter from Hans Kung, written in 1980 as a response to those who had supported him when he lost his post.  The basic question was what direction will the church take in the coming decade and how far does the ecclesiastical apparatus represent the church of Jesus.

Alex Walker – reflections:

Alex offered some personal reflections on the notion of an inclusive church, since there is so much emphasis on social inclusion.

· Young cassocked priests in his parish made him think dress can be a barrier.

· A disability ramp is being installed but the church is at the top of a hill!

· The crèche has been, Alex hopes, temporarily removed.

· Alex is exiled by his situation, especially because dispensations are so punitive.

· He had been asked to lead a ‘hearts and minds’ group, but no one turned up.

· The church seems to feel that it has to protect God against so much.  God can look after himself.  Ecclesiastical exclusion does not mirror the Jesus of the Gospels.  We seem not to have any longer a church of relationships, but rather a church of censure and dogma.  We are losing our way.

· Outsiders must be incredulous at our black and white view of so many issues, e.g. gay priests need support not censure. 

· Alex concluded that we must be a church of hospitality, welcoming the lonely and marginalised and journeying with them.


U.S. Call for ordinands

CORPUS (the U.S. national association for an inclusive priesthood) is seeking single and married women and married men who are called to ordination as Roman Catholic priests.

“We have come to realize … that our membership has attracted people far and wide who believe that the policy of mandatory celibacy and the corresponding celibate, male-only priesthood are both discriminatory and sexist. 

“The universal call to follow Jesus and to be ministers of the Gospel must be recognized ….

CORPUS membership is now inclusive of: 

· Married priests;

· Wives of married priests, who may or may not be called to ordination themselves; 

· Married men who have never been ordained, but are nevertheless called;

· Single and married women who have never been ordained, but are nevertheless called;

· Diocesan and religious order priests, deacons and women religious who support the inclusive goals of CORPUS.

“CORPUS continues to support ordained Roman Catholic priests who have transitioned into marriage….

“It is estimated that there are approximately 25,000 married priests in the United States and perhaps 120,000 worldwide. …

“Ray Grosswirth, CORPUS Media Liaison, is himself a married man who has never been ordained. Yet, he received an M.A. in Theology and M.Div (Master of Divinity) and would like to finish the rest of his life as a priest. It is estimated that there are perhaps thousands of men and women in similar situations. Therefore, we would like to hear from you, so that we can establish a data base and work toward ordination strategies. We would also welcome your membership in CORPUS.”


Advent Contacts:

2005-2007 Co-Chair & Secretary: Basil & Maire Potter, 14 Lawrence Way, Burnham, Slough SL1 6HQ. Tel: 01628 666278. mairepotter@adventgroup.org.uk basilgpotter@adventgroup.org.uk

Treasurer: Mike O’Kane, Mullions, Laurel Drive, Uphill, Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset BS23 4SN. Tel: 01934 628400. mike.okane@adventgroup.org.uk
Northern Region: Alex & Jan Walker, 10 Standen, Park House, Lancaster LA1 3FF. Tel: 01524 845820. alex.walker@adventgroup.org.uk

Midlands Region: Philip & Catherine Smith, 110 Siddeley Avenue, Coventry CB3 1GD. Tel: 01203 458251. philip.smith@adventgroup.org.uk
Southern Region: Maire & Basil Potter (as above)

Mike Hyland: mike.hyland@adventgroup.org.uk

Bulletin Editor: Pat Olivier, 1 Hart Hill, St Johns Hill Road, Woking, Surrey GU21 1RG. Tel: 01483 762615. pat.olivier@adventgroup.org.uk
Advent website: www.adventgroup.org.uk  - maintained by Alex Walker. Links include sites of special interest to Advent members.

Other contacts:

Coping with Change – Life–skills trainer, giving practical help for those dealing with times of change: Mary-Jo Radcliffe, 97 Altenburg Gardens, London SW11 1QJ. Tel: 020 7223 2917.

We Are Church UK – Valerie Stroud, We Are Church UK, P.O. Box 124, Rochester ME2 1PE. Tel: 01634 713396. wacuk@we-are-church.org
We Are Church international spokeswoman: Elfriede Harth: IMWAC@aol.com
Catholics for a Changing Church – 1 Carysfoot House, 14 West Halkin Street, London SW1X 8JS. Tel: 070 1070 2068. brydenbrook@talk21.com
Seven-Eleven – a support group for women in relationships with Catholic priests.  Anne Edwards, Seven-Eleven, PO Box 521, Coventry CV5 6ZH.
Sonflowers – for women who have had children by Catholic priests.  Adrianna Alsworth, 01327 301344.
Abuse in Therapy and Counselling Support Network – for people abused by priests in pastoral situations.  152 Chiltern Court, Baker Street, London NW1 5TB
Cara Network – for former Religious women.  c/o 2 All Saints Mews, Uxbridge Road, Harrow, Middlesex HA3 6DY
Movement for Married Clergy (MMAC), c/o Michael Winter (chair), 13 Foxham Road, London N19 4RR

Roman Catholic Caucus – Lesbian & Gay Christian Movement – includes access to support for active and resigned clergy and women religious. PO Box 24632, London E9 6XF. Convenor: Mike Egan. Tel: 020 7226 0847. lgcm_rccaucus@hotmail.com. Website: www.lgcm.org.uk 





Form for a Standing Order





To:  [Name and address of customer’s bank] …………………………………………………... ....................................................................................……………………………………………….


............................................................................................................................................................


Please make monthly standing order payments to HBSO in accordance with the details shown below until this order is cancelled by me (us).


Signature(s) .................................................................... Date ............................................


Name(s) and address ...........................................................................................................


.............................................................................................................................................


Please debit my/our account numbered:  ..................................................................


Amount of monthly payment:


(in figures) ......................................  (in words) ..................................................................


First payment to be made on (date): ............................................. and thereafter monthly payments on the same date of each month.


DEBIT MY / OUR ACCOUNT WITH THE ABOVE AMOUNT AND CREDIT HBSO


SORT CODE: 11-01-05	 ACCOUNT NUMBER: 00286432
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