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Vocations à la Manga

Young and old alike are still being called to religious life and priesthood today, says the Catholic Church’s Vocations Office for England and Wales. Statistics released for Vocations Sunday show four year-on-year increases in the number of men coming forward to the priesthood.

This seems like good news for the Church and cause for compliments, provided those responding also have a vocation to celibacy! As ever, the issue is sidestepped at this stage of advertising, and no mention is made of those who sense a real calling to priesthood or religious life but find celibacy an impossible option. (see also item below on seminarians today).

The Vocations Office has also launched a new poster, using Japanese Manga styled cartoon characters to represent priesthood and religious life. This has been done with the aim of specifically attracting a teenage and twenty-something audience. The poster has gone out to nearly 5000 churches, schools and chaplaincies up and down the country. There is an associated website www.calledtoday.com . In cartoon strip style, visitors to the site can take a closer look at the lives of each of the five ‘Manga’ characters – who are real-life people, a priest, two nuns, a monk and a lay brother.


Annual Meeting,

Saturday 10th November 2007

Advent’s next general meeting will be at St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham, on Saturday 10th November 2007, from 11.00 am to 4.00 pm.

We shall share news and views about our current concerns, and yours would be most welcome! There will be brief reports of Advent business and our representative at the National Conference of Priests will report back on the September meeting.
Please bring a lunch to share.  Coffee and tea will be provided from 11.00 onwards.
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Access Cathedral conference centre via Shadwell Street

Bulletin Editor: Pat Olivier (contact details on back page). Readers’ submissions are very welcome.
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News of members

Veteran Marathon Runner

Congratulations to Gerry McCann, who ran his 5th London Marathon on 13th April. He is a veteran in more senses than one, as, in the words of his website, he is pushing 70! He ran for Cancer Research UK. If readers haven’t sponsored him already, and wish to do so, they can do it online at www.justgiving.com/jgmccann, or send a cheque (made out to Cancer Research UK) to Gerry at 14 Park Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent, TN24 9DL.

Basil Potter

We are sad to report that our current Co-Chair Basil Potter is very ill with pulmonary fibrosis. Those of the London/southern area who gathered at Hammersmith a few weeks ago were delighted to see him there, when he bravely turned up to meet us, although he was clearly very unwell. At the time of writing (May) he has been confined to bed for some weeks, and his condition is terminal. He is a little more comfortable at the moment and has considerable support services and physical aids from the community. Basil is bearing up very well in the circumstances and is quite reconciled to his situation. On a lighter note, his wife Maire writes: “He likes the afternoons best because we give him Pimms and lemonade or gin and tonic - recommended by the district nurse!”

Please remember Basil and Maire and their family in your prayers.


Report of AGM 2006

Advent’s  Annual General Meeting was held on 11th November 2006 at St. Chads, Birmingham.

1. Present were Mike Hyland, Alex Walker, the Potters, the Smiths and the Mulrooneys.

2. Apologies from Mike O’Kane, the Oliviers, Rufin Emmanuel, Adriana Olford, Gerry McGarvie and Eliz. Price (CCC)

3. Minutes were approved.

4. Matters arising:
· Requests for help still coming in and being dealt with where possible.

· Gift Aid was explored but with negative results.

· A proposed article for The Tablet did not materialise.

5. Finance:
· 200 Euros to European Federation.  We should set a date in April to pay it every year.  We should also ask for a statement from the European Federation.

· Balance in bank is £365.34 which would pay for a Bulletin.

Pat’s bishop paid for him to attend NCP.

6. Alex Walker was having too much difficulty with languages as representative to the European Federation.  It was suggested that Mike Hyland and Joe Mulrooney should take over.

7. The North Atlantic Federation met in London but we were not informed.

8. Contacts:
· Alex was interviewed for the television ‘Heaven and Earth’ show – a fairly routine discussion.

· Gerry took part in ‘Between Ourselves’ – a very successful programme.

· Helping Neil McKay write story for Radio 4 – the impact on people round about the issue, rather than the issue itself, though keen to do a good job.

· Met with CCC officers – they now have a new web site.

· Not a great deal of new contacts, though there were some reported on.

· A letter had been received from Yasmin Kennedy and there had been contact with Luis Ulloa.

· Through Aidan O’Keefe it was learned that the Irish Group, Leaven, was meeting this very day to celebrate the publication of a book by one of their members.

· The Midlands group met rather on a social level, though there had been no formal meeting for some time.

· The Northern Group was inactive.

9. Our fortieth anniversary is coming up.

10. AOB:
· Contributions needed as copy for Bulletin.

· Floated idea of belonging to National Board of Catholic Women.  There are representatives from every diocese and any Catholic group can join.  Since they are advisory to the Bishops this would be another way of presenting Advent’s views.

Snippets

Celibacy on the Radio

BBC Radio Scotland’s Sunday Live programme looked at the issue of celibacy - again! - with Bruce Kent taking part, on 8th April. We understand that while Bruce made a very good contribution the programme raised nothing new. It dealt with the issues of an ever decreasing work-force and the Vatican’s insistence on keeping the celibacy rule, ‘unless you happen to be Anglican and against womens’ ordination. The celibacy rule for all no longer stacks up,’ concluded our informant.

… and in the Press – seminarians interviewed

In a Tablet article A new breed (28th April 2007), Christopher Lamb interviews several seminarians about their path to the seminary and their outlook. He finds them mature and balanced in their responses. On celibacy, he reports that all saw a positive benefit to a celibate priesthood, but not in a dewyeyed way. “There’s always the question: is celibacy possible?” said one. “Through prayer, we have to trust that God will give us strength.” Another said that celibacy is also an exercise in “pastoral charity”, and a way of coming to know God intimately.

The article is encouraging on the whole, but when discussing the (im)possibility of women priests one student’s comment is much more depressing: “Without sounding exclusive - and I can see the arguments both ways – the spirituality of the priesthood is a male spirituality.” Is that a possible clue to the students’ whole thinking – and of course their training? If so, it raises serious questions about the Church’s idea of Christian discipleship and pastoral ministry. Do those who are married and the many Christians who are women have no part in priesthood?

‘The Catholic Understanding of Spirituality’

Coincidentally, an explicit mention of the role of lay people in providing spiritual care and guidance is made in a recent document with Bishops’ Conference backing. The group of volunteers known as Catholics in Healthcare has recently issued a Guide to Catholic Chaplaincy for NHS Managers and Trusts, with an appendix on ‘The Catholic Understanding of Spirituality’.  (cf. www.catholicsinhealthcare.org.uk). 
It speaks of  a long and ancient tradition of spirituality in the Church and many ‘schools of the Spirit’ – practices of reflection, prayer, asceticism and service. The primary responsibility for the care of Christians, and their growth in the Life of the Spirit, it says, is with the Bishop, and through ‘priests in communion with him and those he authorises to exercise and share his ministry.’ This ministry is normally exercised through the sacraments, the preaching of the Word and spiritual counsel and discernment, but a rider is added: “This does not preclude the informal exercise of such care by Christians for one another or by those who may be recognised as having a special charism of such care.”
Bishop Tom Williams, Auxiliary Bishop of Liverpool and Chair of the Catholics in Healthcare Reference Group said: “We witness to the dignity of the whole person, loved and created by God as a spiritual and emotional, not just physical, being.” He further comments: “This initiative is also about galvanising Catholics who work in healthcare, promoting our vision of care for the whole person and sharing in Christ’s healing ministry.”

This sounds remarkably like priestly ministry, and surely contradicts the notion of the seminarian quoted earlier, that ‘the spirituality of the priesthood is a male spirituality’.

Wanted: charismatic priest

In January Alex Walker passed on by email the following message:

Hello there Alex

I realise that you have a variety of views among your members - from those who are just trying to adjust to a laicised state, through those who are campaigning actively for the RC church to change its views, to those who are discretely still exercising a priestly ministry without the sanction of the Pope.  I in no sense want to damage anyone’s conscience - but I would be grateful  if you could circulate the message below, so that anyone who feels it is appropriate can respond, and anyone who does not can ignore it.

I wondering if there are any former Roman Catholic Priests with experience of the Charismatic renewal, living in or near London, who would like to explore the opportunity of discretely exercising a ministry within an Anglican context?  If any suitable person is interested could they please email me confidentially on father.edmund@ntlworld.com

Thank you.
Fr Edmund Cargill Thompson (Anglican priest).

Married Priests Now

Another email came from an undefined Bishop John about Married Priests Now, Archbishop Milingo’s movement. (For further information, it has websites at: www.marriedpriestsnow.org or www.marriedpriestsnow.splinder.com):

Dear Fr

Just to let you know that +Peter Brennan has invited me to be the contact for Married Priests Now here in the UK.  I would be grateful if you could let other married clergy know. I can be contacted on my email address: jmac2948uk@yahoo.com

I realise that to make the move is a great leap in Faith: its ‘compensation’ is the freedom to be a priest again - to celebrate the Liturgy and administer to those sent to us.  This is the real meaning of Priesthood - in the service of the people.

 

Yours in Christ

 His unworthy servant

 +John


Advent Contacts:

2005-2007 Co-Chair & Secretary: Basil & Maire Potter, 14 Lawrence Way, Burnham, Slough SL1 6HQ. Tel: 01628 666278. mairepotter@adventgroup.org.uk basilgpotter@adventgroup.org.uk

Treasurer: Mike O’Kane, Mullions, Laurel Drive, Uphill, Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset BS23 4SN. Tel: 01934 628400. mike.okane@adventgroup.org.uk
Northern Region: Alex & Jan Walker, 10 Standen, Park House, Lancaster LA1 3FF.  Tel: 01524 845820. alex.walker@adventgroup.org.uk
Midlands Region: Philip & Catherine Smith, 110 Siddeley Avenue, Coventry CB3 1GD.        Tel: 01203 458251. philip.smith@adventgroup.org.uk
Southern Region: Maire & Basil Potter (as above)

Mike Hyland: mike.hyland@adventgroup.org.uk

Bulletin Editor: Pat Olivier, 1 Hart Hill, St Johns Hill Road, Woking, Surrey GU21 7RG.      Tel: 01483 762615. pat.olivier@adventgroup.org.uk
Advent website: www.adventgroup.org.uk  - maintained by Alex Walker. Links include sites of special interest to Advent members.


Other contacts:

Coping with Change – Life-skills trainer, giving practical help for those dealing with times of change: Mary-Jo Radcliffe, 97 Altenburg Gardens, London SW11 1QJ. Tel: 020 7223 2917.

We Are Church UK – Email (preferred): wacuk@we-are-church.org    Valerie Stroud, 69 Poplicans Road, Rochester, Kent ME2 1EJ.     Tel: 01634 715278. 
We Are Church international:                  www.we-are-church.org
Catholics for a Changing Church – 1 Carysfoot House, 14 West Halkin Street, London SW1X 8JS. Tel: 020 7235 2841. brydenbrook@talk21.com
Seven-Eleven – a support group for women in relationships with Catholic priests.  Anne Edwards, Seven-Eleven, PO Box 521, Coventry CV5 6ZH.
Sonflowers – for women who have had children by Catholic priests.  Adrianna Alsworth, 01327 301344.
Abuse in Therapy and Counselling Support Network – for people abused by priests in pastoral situations.  152 Chiltern Court, Baker Street, London NW1 5TB
Cara Network – for former Religious women.  c/o 2 All Saints Mews, Uxbridge Road, Harrow, Middlesex HA3 6DY
Movement for Married Clergy (MMAC), c/o Michael Winter (chair), 13 Foxham Road, London N19 4RR

Roman Catholic Caucus – Lesbian & Gay Christian Movement – includes access to support for active and resigned clergy and women religious. PO Box 24632, London E9 6XF. Convenor: Mike Egan. Tel: 020 7226 0847. lgcm_rccaucus@hotmail.com.                  Website: www.lgcm.org.uk 





Form for a Standing Order


To:  [Name and address of customer’s bank] …………………………………………………... ....................................................................................……………………………………………….


Please make monthly standing order payments to HBSO in accordance with the details shown below until this order is cancelled by me (us).


Signature(s) .................................................................... Date ............................................


Name(s) and address ...........................................................................................................


.............................................................................................................................................


Please debit my/our account numbered:  ..................................................................


Amount of monthly payment:


(in figures) ......................................  (in words) ..................................................................


First payment to be made on (date): ............................................. and thereafter monthly payments on the same date of each month.


DEBIT MY / OUR ACCOUNT WITH THE ABOVE AMOUNT AND CREDIT HBSO


SORT CODE: 11-01-05	 ACCOUNT NUMBER: 00286432
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