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Hello, 

My name is Jessica Nelson, and I am currently a graduate student at Gannon University in Erie, PA. I’m writing to invite you to participate in a survey that I am conducting as a way to gather research for my graduate thesis project. You are being asked to participate in this survey specifically because of your experience as a former priest / religious. 
The purpose of the study will be to do a sociolinguistic survey of former priests / religious. The study will analyze the gathered data using established sociolinguistic methods. Each survey will be identical and will be completed anonymously. 

Your participation in this research is entirely voluntary. If you choose to participate, your identity will be kept entirely anonymous – only myself (the research director), will have access to your real name and contact information. If you choose not to participate at any point during the research process, all items related to your participation will be destroyed. A copy of the final project will be provided to any participant who requests one. 
I plan to conduct my research via two avenues: 1) an anonymous survey, and 2) a one-on-one interview with interested participants to gain addition information and compare results.  I have attached a copy of the survey so that you can review the questions prior to committing to the study. 
The research will take place over approximately 1.5 months. Completion of the survey should take around 20 minutes for participating volunteers, and if one-on-one interviews are conducted with interested parties, those interviews would take about one hour. Any participant interested in a one-on-one interview can contact me via either method listed below. Also, any participant who would prefer to write out their survey and return it via mail can return to the address listed below. 
Confidentiality will be maintained in two ways. First, there will be a sole director of the research completing the entire process – from survey review to final completion I will be the only person to have access to the personal information of the participants. Any information that is written will be kept in a lock box, and destroyed after a certain number of years.  Any information that is received via email will be printed at the end of the project, and the information on the web will be deleted. 

If an issue arises with the project that cannot be dealt with directly through me, please contact either my faculty thesis advisor: 
Dr. Penelope Smith 

Chairperson, Assistant Professor, English Department
Email: smith006@gannon.edu
Phone: 814.871.7748
Address: 109 University Square

      MS20

  
      Erie, PA  16541

Or the body that approves the research projects at the University
Institutional Review Board 

Gannon University 

Dr. Margaret Clark
IRB Chairperson
Phone: (814) 871-5348
clark021@gannon.edu 

Location:
Robert H. Morosky Academic Center
Room 039 

If you plan to participate in this project, please complete and return the attached survey and consent form. I cannot accept any survey returned without a consent form (these can be accepted via email or mailed to me at the address below.) To request a copy of the completed thesis project, or to discuss any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me through the information provided below. 
Thank you very much for your participation in this project. 

Jessica Nelson

527 West 6th Street, Apt 4

Erie, PA  16507

Phone: 814.449.9533

Email: jessicalnelson@hotmail.com 

Certificate of Consent 
I have read the above information, or it has been read to me. I have had the opportunity to ask questions about it and any questions I have been asked have been answered to my satisfaction. I consent voluntarily to be a participant in this study 
Print Name of Participant__________________





Signature of Participant ___________________
Date ___________________________


Day/month/year
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