FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Leading Catholics line up to debate celibacy on the eve of the Pope’s visit
“In the past if a priest broke his vow of celibacy by abusing a child all attempts were made to cover it up and he was allowed to stay. However, if he marries – even now – he has to leave the priesthood. The twisted logic of such decisions leaves many Catholics thinking what sort of church do we belong to?”

Battle lines are firmly drawn for a major celibacy debate in Central London with clerics, academics, a stand-up comedian and celebs
Film writer/director, John Deery, is staging a debate on the contentious and topical issue of celibacy in the Catholic Church on Tuesday 14 September, following a screening of his feature film, Conspiracy of Silence, inspired by true stories from Catholic priests in the UK, Ireland and Italy.
The motion for the debate is: “Celibacy should no longer be a compulsory requirement for the Roman Catholic priesthood.”
Speakers for the motion are:

Professor Tina Beattie, Roman Catholic theologian, writer & broadcaster, Roehampton University. Professor Beattie will say:
“When celibacy is imposed rather than freely chosen, the struggle to conform to what may seem like an almost impossible demand creates a clerical culture which is obsessed with sex.”
“The Catholic Church is dysfunctional in terms of its understanding of human sexuality. It speaks out far too often on questions of sexuality and not nearly often enough on other questions of social justice.”
John Deery, film director/writer will say:
“Celibacy was introduced in the 12th century for political and economic reasons. If God’s ‘voice on earth’ is the Pope then which set of Popes got it wrong?”
“In the past if a priest broke his vow of celibacy by abusing a child all attempts were made to cover it up and he was allowed to stay. However, if he marries – even now – he has to leave the priesthood. The twisted logic of such decisions leaves many Catholics thinking what sort of church do we belong to?”
 “At least 100,000 priests have left the priesthood in the past 25 years, many to be married or have other relationships. Overall, vocations in the West have declined. This position is unsustainable for the Catholic Church. Together with the sex abuse scandal that has come to light, if the Catholic Church does not evolve it will not see out the 21st century.”
Helena Kennedy QC, leading human rights lawyer will say:
“Celibacy, like other issues having to do with gender, reproduction and sexual identity is not really about sex but about power. Mandatory celibacy cuts to the heart of what is wrong in the Catholic church today. Celibacy does not cause the sex abuse of minors or misogyny or delusions about sexual morality but it feeds into a pathology which is unique to the culture of clericalism. The imposition of sexual abstinence is a mode of control over the interior lives of priests. It is inhuman and infantilising."
Fr. John McGowan, Order of Carmelite (OCD), Roman Catholic priest will say:
"The Roman Catholic hierarchy refers to celibacy in their official documents as 'a problem': i.e., a married priest cannot be as dedicated to his ministry and give his heart to God as a celibate priest.  This is to undervalue the dedication of married priests in the Eastern Churches and now those in the RC Church."

Speakers against the motion are:

Bishop Malcolm McMahon, Roman Catholic Bishop of Nottingham will say:
“A man who is configured to Christ by ordination should also be spiritually likened to him through celibacy.”

“In our tradition, celibacy is not a mere external rule but a spiritual necessity. “

Frank Skinner, stand-up comedian and broadcaster will….er….
Well…….you’ll just have to wait until the debate to hear what Frank’s views are!

Jack Valero, Communications Director Opus Dei UK and Coordinator Catholic Voices will say:
“The Catholic Church teaches that sex is for marriage and marriage is between a man and a woman, in order to form a family if they can, and to be together for life. Abstaining from sex before or outside marriage and being faithful to one’s spouse within marriage are as challenging as the vocation to priestly celibacy. “

“To make celibacy optional is to suppress it. It would make priests like everyone else, for whom celibacy is optional. In any case, celibacy is optional, as nobody is forced to be a priest.”
Fr. Stephen Wang, Dean of Studies, Allen Hall Seminary will say:
“Priestly celibacy is more than just a random rule that could be changed at any moment. It is at the heart of the Catholic Church’s understanding of the meaning of priesthood. It is a way of giving your whole being to this vocation and to the people you serve. It’s the way that Jesus chose to live his own priesthood. The Church has reaffirmed its value again and again in recent years, and there is no sign at all that it will be changing.”

“The drop in vocations in Europe is not to do with celibacy. In places where the Catholic faith is flourishing abroad, and in vibrant faith communities in our own country, young men are glad to embrace celibacy as part of priesthood. You can see this in the attitudes of students in our own seminaries today.”

Chaired by Ernie Rea, broadcaster and presenter of BBC Radio 4’s Beyond Belief.

Ernie added “The child abuse scandal is the biggest crisis to affect the Catholic Church in my lifetime. Many devout Catholics are now asking if it bears a direct relation to clerical celibacy. This debate on the eve of the papal visit provides a unique opportunity to discuss all the issues surrounding clerical celibacy on a national scale. I am so grateful to John Deery for making it possible.”

The debate will take place at the Odeon West End Cinema, 40 Leicester Square, London WC2H 7LP and will be preceded by Deery’s critically acclaimed film Conspiracy of Silence.  The film has received awards at international film festivals including winning the Freedom of Expression Award from the prestigious National Board of Review (NBR) in the USA, which was shared with Mel Gibson for The Passion of the Christ and Michael Moore for Fahrenheit 9/11. Deery’s film is inspired by true stories and real events researched from Catholic priests in the UK, Ireland and Italy. The screenplay was developed at the Sundance Screenwriters’ Lab in the US and deals head on with the issue of celibacy.
Running order for the evening:

6pm – Arrival

6.30pm – 8pm – Conspiracy of Silence screening

8.00pm – 8.30pm – refreshment break

8.30pm – 10pm – Celibacy Debate

Tickets £30 (£20 concessions) available from 020 8392 1936 or on line at www.conspiracyofsilence.co.uk 
For press enquiries please contact: Conspiracy of Silence Ltd on 020 8392 1936 or John Deery on 07711 384 327. Email: info@conspiracyofsilence.co.uk 

For more information about the film please visit: www.conspiracyofsilence.co.uk 

Ends

Notes for editors:

Set in Ireland and inspired by true events, Conspiracy of Silence tells the story of a young trainee priest torn between the love for his girlfriend and his vocation to the Catholic priesthood. The film highlights the Catholic Church’s controversial doctrine on celibacy. With a superb ensemble cast, this provocative and timely drama exposes the human impact of breaking the vow of celibacy – an issue the Catholic Church remains reluctant to address. On the eve of the Pope's visit, this beautifully acted and directed film speaks loud and clear. The cast includes Academy AwardTM winner Brenda Fricker, Hugh Bonneville, John Lynch and Sean McGinley. John Deery was a former altar boy and at one point considered the priesthood. He is a practicing Catholic. 
Sponsors This special showing is being sponsored by Christian Connection, www.christianconnection.co.uk which is the largest UK based Christian website which was launched in 2000. Several thousand single Christians log in every day, and has led to several hundred marriages of Christians of all traditions. 
Also sponsored by The Irish Post – www.irishpost.com      
www.totalcatholic.com  and  www.kingofgoogle.com 
